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DIGITAL MEDIA ARTS COLLEGE

Course Title/Number
Freshman Composition/GE1100

Prerequisites    
None

Professor
Rex Rose

Email/ Phone #
rrose@dmac-edu.org; rex@rexrose.com / 561-391-1148 x340,  512-626-0553           

Course Length
10 weeks

Credit Hours
3

Contact Hours
4 hours per week (Lecture/critique/directed application)

Textbook(s)
Patterns for College Writing, A Rhetorical Reader and Guide, 9th edition, by Laurie Kirzner and Stephen R. Mandell, 2006, ISBN: 031240431X

Supplemental Materials

http://rexrose.com/DMAC/dmac.htm

Course Description for Freshman Composition/GE1100


This is the fundamental English composition course. Students are required to study essays, narrative and 
editorial. Students will learn essential writing skills in regards to term papers and essays which will 
improve their overall writing ability.

Objectives/Outcomes

The objective of this course is for students to be able to demonstrate the following specific skills and knowledge by the end of this semester:

Students will be able to:

· Build upon and demonstrate skills in grammar, punctuation, and mechanics; organization; critical thinking; and rhetoric.


Attendance



Students should be present for every class of the semester, arriving before class begins and staying until 
class is dismissed. 


School policy states that a student who misses more than 3 classes will fail the course unless the 
instructor determines that there is an acceptable extenuating circumstance.


In the case of absence, students are responsible for finding out what work they have missed, or in 
obtaining notes from a classmate. Extensions on work due are not granted for being absent for the class 
that they were assigned in or due in.  If an absence is unavoidable it is strongly recommended to contact 
the instructor before the absence and make any arrangements to turn in work early.  Absenteeism can 
affect your grade from a participation standpoint as well as from the negative impact that it can have on 
your learning and work.

Being late to class will be recorded as a tardy, and can affect a student’s grade as it impacts participation.  Tardy policy states that any student who is more than ten minutes late will be considered absent for that class.  A late student is expected to join the class with a minimum of disruption to the lesson.

Late Work 


It is school policy that assignments must be turned in on the date identified in the syllabus at the beginning of class.  Late assignments will not be accepted.  The instructor may in rare cases grant a deviation from this policy if it is felt that an extenuating circumstance warrants it.

Statement on Academic Dishonesty


Plagiarism is the act of taking words, ideas, or artwork and the presentation of them as your own work.  Plagiarism can include the assistance of another student in cheating. Plagiarism is extreme academic misconduct, which defeats your objectives in attending school.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated, cheating students will fail the class and discovery may lead to immediate expulsion from the college. 

No collaboration is allowed on any quiz or examination.  Assignments & other Take-home activities to be handed in may be discussed with classmates, but the write up must be your own.  All work must be shown on any assignment handed in.  If there is any question concerning ambiguity about the homework’s, please ask me.  It is advised that you reference anyone whom you receive assistance.  Please refer to the Student Handbook page 34 for the policy on academic integrity.  In case of suspected academic dishonesty, the procedures outlined on page 8 of the Student Handbook will be followed.  Please make sure that you are clear on this matter, as it is an important one. 

Saving Work

Students are responsible for saving their work securely so that it may be turned in according to the teacher’s specifications.  Students should not turn in the only copy of their work as student work becomes the property of DMAC and may not be returned to them.  Computers are mechanical in nature and therefore data is always at risk for erasure, corruption, or other destructive force.  The teacher or the College is in no way responsible for student work saved on the hard drives of the College.  Adequate infrastructure has been provided for the students to create multiple backup disks of their work to guard against loss.  Improperly saved work is not the responsibility of the teacher and extensions due to data loss should not be granted.  The hard drives will be erased regularly with little or no notice to keep the machines in good working order; it is therefore critical for students to keep multiple backups of their work at all times and stages.

. 

ADA


To meet the needs of our students with disabilities, Digital Media Arts College offers reasonable accommodations and access for qualified students with disabilities.  Students or applicants who would like to request reasonable accommodations should contact the Office of the Dean of Academic Affairs. Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact the Office of the Dean of Academic Affairs in advance of the semester of study when accommodations may be needed.

Course Outline

Week 1:
Lecture:  
Wed. June. 13




Rhetoric, Style, and Organization: 




Grammar, Punctuation, & Mechanics: Tense Shifts and Other Shifts; Sentence 


Faults; Joining Independent Clauses with Commas and Coordinating Conjunctions;




In-Class Activities: Review of Class Goals, Protecting Data, Introductions, 


Discussion of Writing, Plagiarism Warning, Diagnostic


Assignment: Buy the book ASAP.  DO NOT get it shipped with Media Mail service.



Assignment of Essay #1: Personal Experience Descriptive Narrative

Week 2:
Lecture:
Wed. June. 20 
Rhetoric, Style and Organization:   Concrete Nouns and Sensory Description; Narration; Dialog; First Person POV, Intro and Thesis                                                                                                                Grammar, Punctuation, & Mechanics:  Review Shifts; Review Sentence Faults; Review Joining Independent Clauses with Commas and Coordinating Conjunctions; Compound and Complex Sentences, Dependent Clauses and Subordinating Conjunctions.                                                                                                                                                                               In-Class Activities:  Return of Diagnostics; Editing, Peer Evaluation, and Instructor Conferencing on Diagnostic and Rough Draft of Paper 1.


Due:
Writing: Rough Draft of Paper 1.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        


Assignment: Final draft of Paper 1 due next week.  No tense shifts!  Make sure you read pages 71-83 and 135-150 before you write your final draft.



Five-Paragraph Essay Handout                                                                                                                                                 

Week 3:
Lecture: 
Wed. June 27

Rhetoric, Style, and Organization: Whole by Whole or Detail by Detail Comparison and Contrast?  Third Person POV, Formal Writing, Formal Outlining, Logical Fallacies, Inductive and Deductive Reasoning, Emotional Appeals, Videos

Grammar, Punctuation, & Mechanics: Agreement; Apostrophes; Usage: Its/It’s; We’re/Were/Where/Ware/Wear; There/They’re/Their; The Reason Is Because; Very Unique



In-Class Activities: Narrowing the Thesis, Idea Generation, Organizing, Outlining 

and Drafting of Essay #2 Comparison and Contrast


Due: 
Reading: You should read 71-83 and 135-150 before writing your final draft of 

Paper 1.  
Read 13-33 and the  Five-Paragraph Essay Handout before week 4's 

class meeting. (Graded quiz on the readings.)



Writing:  
Essay #1: Personal Experience Descriptive Narrative Final Draft. 



Note: Make sure you have read 71-83 and 135-150 before you revise and finish 

your final draft.


Assignment: Assignment of Essay #2 (Comparison and Contrast / Argumentation). Do next 

week's readings before you write.

Week 4:
Lecture:         Wed. July 4



Independence Day: No Class



Reading: 363-89, 531-60

Week 5:
Lecture:            Wed. July 11



Rhetoric, Style, and Organization: Avoiding Faulty Parallel Structure, More on 
Logical Fallacies and Reasoning, Using Examples, Avoiding Wordiness and 
Passive Voice, Thesis Review



Grammar, Punctuation, & Mechanics: Using Commas in a Series



In-Class Activities: Peer Evaluation on First Draft of Essay #2


Due: 
Reading: 363-89, 531-60, (Graded quiz on the reading.)



Writing: First Draft of Essay #2 (Comparison and Contrast / Argumentation)


Assignment:
Essay #2 (Comparison and Contrast) Final Draft next week.  Comma Handout.

Week 6:
Lecture: 
Wed. July 18



Rhetoric, Style, and Organization: Redundancy, Active Verbs with Quotes



Grammar, Punctuation, & Mechanics:  Ellipsis; Punctuating Quotes, Short and 

Long Quotes, Summary, Paraphrase



In-Class Activities: Discussion of Possible Research Essay Topics, Discussion of 

Source Credibility, Where and How to Find Credible Information, Plagiarism 

Discussion



Due: 
Reading:  707-35; Comma Handout (Graded quiz on the reading.) 



Writing: Essay #2 (Comparison and Contrast) Final Draft 


Assignment: Assignment of Paper #3: Research with Four Sources and a Works Cited Page, Conjunctive Adverbs Handout

Week 7:
Lecture:
Wed. Aug. 1



Rhetoric, Style, and Organization: MLA Citation, Works Cited Format



Grammar, Punctuation, & Mechanics: Unclear referent, Conjunctive Adverbs, 
Transitions



In-Class Activities: More Punctuating Quotes, Plagiarism Review, Review of 
Thesis, Outlining, Patch Writing, Check Citations and Works Cited Page


Due: 
Reading:  707-35, Conjunctive Adverbs Handout (Graded quiz on the reading.) 



Writing: First Draft of Paper #3 with Four Sources and a Works Cited Page

                          Assignment: Final Draft of Paper #3: Research due next week.

Week 8:
Lecture:
Wed. Aug. 8



Rhetoric, Style, and Organization: Effective Letters, Business Letter Format



Grammar, Punctuation, and Mechanics: Compound Adjectives



In-Class Activities: Draft Problem-Solving Business Letter


   Due:                Writing: Final Draft of Paper #3: Research


Assignment: Type Business Letter, put in stamped, addressed, unsealed envelope, and turn in. 

Week 9:

Wed. Aug 15



Rhetoric, Style, and Organization: Outlining



Grammar, Punctuation, & Mechanics: Unclear Referent



In-Class Activities: Discussion of writing under pressure, discussion of in-class 
writing rhetorical analysis outline.


Due: 
Reading: 38



Writing: Problem-solving letter due in unsealed, stamped, addressed envelope.

Week 10:
Final:
Wed. Aug. 22:  Final In-Class Essay (Paper #4)

Instructional Methods:


This course is taught using a combination of lecture, review of student homework assignments and demonstration.  Students practically apply lecture materials and themes in outside homework assignments as well as on quizzes and examinations in class.

Grading

The FINAL COURSE GRADE will be based on the following:

· Four Numbered Essays                           70%

· Other Assignments and Quizzes

30%

STUDENTS MUST TURN IN ALL NUMBERED ESSAYS TO PASS THE COURSE

You will receive an A, B, C, D, or F at the completion of this course.  Grades will be computed according to the following scales:

Grading Scale                                                




90% or above 
 = A                         


80% - 89%
 = B                          


70% - 79%
 = C                  


60% - 69%
 = D                          


59% or below 
 = F                           
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