Argument / Comparison and Contrast Paper Guidelines

· Length: 2.5 - 3.5 pages.

· Font: 12 pt. Times New Roman. 

· MLA format

· Hard copy, either paperclipped or stapled, is due July 18 by end of class.

· Late paper grades will be lowered a letter grade for each late week.

First, read the chapter on Argumentation.  Compare and contrast the arguments for intelligent design (ID) with the arguments for the theory of evolution.  Reason both inductively and deductively after understanding the material on p.p. 537-40, 544-5 as you argue for either ID or evolution.   You may want to incorporate the Rogerian argument’s strategies, p. 536, especially for a subject-by-subject comparison and contrast structure.  Make sure your argument is organized well in a subject-by-subject or point-by-point comparison and contrast structure.

· Do not forget to include a thesis statement, stating your position and each of your major points.  Review the Five Paragraph Essay handout’s thesis section if you need a good formula for constructing a thesis sentence.  

· Do not forget to include an introductory paragraph that contains your thesis and, without too much detail, introduces the major sub-points you will make.  

· Do not forget to include transitional language and a topic sentence at the top of your body paragraphs.  

· Do not forget to unify each of your paragraphs around one point.

· Do not forget that your conclusion is for restating what you have already said and making a deeper conclusive analysis of it.  Note: A conclusion is not for bringing up new issues or informing readers that there are different ways to look at the subject, and the choice is theirs.

· Remember that grading on punctuating compound, complex, and compound complex sentences will get tougher on this paper.

· Remember that there are links on rexrose.com to resources and quizzes for most of the trouble spots you might have.  I will be happy to meet after class to answer questions or tutor you.

